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B n 1977 a small group of historians of rhetoric gathered at the
| Speech Communication  Association Convention  in

& Washington, D.C. Concerned about the lack of panels on the
history of rhetoric at SCA conferences and encouraged by the
inaugural meeting of the International Society for the History of
Rhetoric (held in Zurich in June of 1977), these scholars proposed
the formation of the American Branch of the ISHR. They
sponsored at least one panel under that rubric at the 1978 SCA
meeting in Minneapolis.

Between 1978 and 1990 the organization grew in both size and
diversity. It sponsored panels at the annual SCA conference and,
in 1986, held its first “preconference” on the day before the SCA
conference. In 1990 the organization changed its name to the
American Society for the History of Rhetoric. In the late 1980s or
early 1990s, ASHR affiliated with the Eastern Communication
Association and, in 1996, affiliated with the Southern States

Communication Association. ASHR now sponsors panels at both
regional conferences.

In addition, the Society has recently committed to bringing out
an Annual, Advances in the History of Rhetoric. The first volume,
published earlier this year, carries the theme of last year’s
preconference, “Disputed and Neglected Texts in the History of
Rhetoric.” Papers presented at this preconference will be eligible
for publication in the second volume, “The Centrality of

Rhetoric,” due out in 1998. The Annual’s editor is Richard Leo
Enos.




Chairs af the ISHR-American

1977-78:

1978-79:

1979-80:

1980-81:

1981-82:

1982-83:

1983-84:

1984-85:

1985-86:

1986-87:

1987-88:

1988-89:

1989-90:

anc&

Phantom chair—who put together the Minneapolis
panel?

Michael C. Leff, University of Wisconsin

James J. Murphy, University of California, Davis
Richard Leo Enos, Carnegie-Mellon University
William L. Benoit, Bowling Green State University
Beth S. Bennett, University of Alabama

James Benjamin, Southwest Texas State University
Keith V. Erickson, Texas Tech University

Charles Kneupper, University of Texas, Arlington
Robert N. Gaines, University of Maryland

Molly Meijer Wertheimer, Pennsylvania State
University, Hazleton

Raymie E. McKerrow, University of Maine

Takis Poulakos, University of Pittsburgh

Presidents of the American Society

1990-91:

1991-92:

1992-93:

1993-94:

1994-95:

1995-96:

1996-97:

1997-98:

far the "-’h‘”iﬁtwy af Rhetoric

Jane Sutton, Pennsylvania State University, York
Victor Vitanza, University of Texas, Arlington
John Poulakos, University of Pittsburgh

Barbara Warnick, University of Washington
Beth S. Bennett, University of Alabama

Robert G. Sullivan, University of Maryland/Ithaca
College

Sean Patrick O’Rourke, Vanderbilt University

Glen A. McClish, Southwestern University



0fﬂ£ﬂ'§ 5 Commitiees af the

American ﬁagiﬁtij far the %istmj vf

President:

Vice President:

Treasurer:

Steering Committee;

Dissertation
Committee;

Publication
Committee:

Rhetoric

(with terms 9f sﬁiﬁe)

Sean Patrick O’Rourke, Vanderbilt University
(November 1997)

Glen A. McClish, Southwestern University
{becomes President, November 1997; term ends
November 1998)

James M. Tallimoen, South Dakota State
University (November 1998)

Terence S. Morrow, Gastavus Adolphus College
(November 1598}

Carol Poster, Montana State University
(November 1998)

C. Jan Swearingen, University of Texas,
Arlington (November 1997)

Glen A. MeClish, Southwestern University
(November 1998)

Sean Patrick O’Rourke, Vanderbilt University
(November 1997)

Tames M. Tallmon, Scuth Dakota State
University (November 1997)

Dale Sullivan, Chair (November 1997)
James M. Farrell (November $998)
Karen Whedbee (November 1999)

Richard Leo Enos, Editor and Chair

Sean Patrick O’Rourke, President

Glen A. McClish, Vice President

Carol Poster, Steering Committee Representative
Beth 5. Bennett, Member-At-Large

Business ﬁ%aﬂ'ﬁin5§ af the American
Sﬁmﬁaitﬁj fi??’ the %isﬁmj af Rhetoric

General M&eﬁng @f the Mf:mfmrshi/ﬂ:

Friday, November 21, 1997, 1:00-2:15 p.m.
Conference Room 5 A, Fifth Floor, Chicago
Hilton

Report from the President

Election. of three new members to the
Steering Committee (replacing member
Swearingen, O’Rourke, & Tallmon)
Old & New Business

ﬁtggti&gﬁmmiﬁggmgtmg;

Date:
Place:

Hgenda:

Friday, November 21, 1997, 5:30-6:45 p.m.
Conference Room 4J, Fourth Floor, Chicago
Hilton

Election of Vice President (who will become

President in November, 1998)
Committee Appointments
Planning of 1998 meeting
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3:25-3:50:

3.50-4:15:

4:15-4:40:

4:40-4.55:

4:55-5:20:

5:20-5:45:

5:45-6:00:

6:00-7:30:

“Rhetorical Centrality on Brown v, Board of
Education: Judicial Discourse as a Strategic

Narrative”

Dan Mangis, University of Alabama
“Restoring the Centrality of Rhetoric and Civic

Discourse to Basic Oral and Written
Communication Courses”

Wiiliam N. Denman, Marshall University
“Let’s Re-enact Rhetoric’s History: Narratives of
Rhetoric’s Idea, Imitatio, and Conversion”

John €, Adams, Syracuse University

Coffee Break

“The Centrality of Rhetoric Under a Monarchy:

Rhetoric and Life in the Early Empire”

Robert W. Cape, Jr., Austin Cellege
“Being, Time, and Definition: Notes Towards a

Semiotics of Figural Rhetoric”

Carol Poster, Mentana State University

Coffee Break

President’s Seminar: “The Centrality of Rhetoric in

the Criticism of Lawyers”

“Unnecessary Arts: British Lawyer
Attitudes Toward Rhetoric in the 17th

Century”

“Scottish Suspicions of Legal Rhetoric”

“Rhetoric as Lawyer’s Vice in the Farly

Lisa Perry, University of
Maryland

Susan Griffin, U.C,L.A.

American Republic”

Sean Patrick O’ Rourke,
Vanderbilt University

,.
A,

"

& p onsored Panels

And M e;gimgﬁ

at the

National Communication

Asseciation Convention

(’;Maﬂﬁ'a, Hlinois
November 1997
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Fﬁi{mf, November 21, 1197

2155 8:30-9:45 a.m. Conf Room 5C Fifth Floor  Chicago Hilten

RHETORICAL ISSUES IN EAXLY MODERN ENGLAND

Sponsor: American Society for the History of Rhetoric
Chair:  Cary Hatch, Brigham Young University
“Hyperean Homiletics in England: Christ’s College, Cambridge and Doctrines, Reasons,
Uses.” Jameels Lares, University of Southern Mississippi

“Literacy Instruction through Rheteric in Early Modemn Grammar Texts.” Linda C. Mitchell,
Pepperdine Universsity

“Rhetaricat Elocusio in Renaissance Gramrmar Books.” Laweenee D, Green, University of
Southemn California

Respondent: Thomas M. Conley, University of Hiinois, Urbana

2255 10:00-11:15 a.mp. Conf Rosin 5C Fifth Floor  Chicago Hilton

PATRISTIC REETORIC

Sponsor: American Society for the History of Rhetosde
Chair: Carof Poster, University of Northern fowa
“A Rhetorical Litargy: Ephesians I and the Prablem of Race Relations in the Early Christian
Church.” Gary 5. Selby, George Washington University
“The Role of Rhetoric in the Anti-Nicene Church.” Morris M. Womack, Pepperdine University
“Recontextuatization and Performance: The Epideictic Espose of St. Irenaeus’ Against
Heresies.” Dale L. Sullivan, Northern Hlinois University
“A Rhetorical Commentary to Augustine’s ‘Address 1o the People of the Church at Caesarea’
lean Gooedwin, Northwestern University

2355 11:30-12:45 p.m. Conl Room 5C Fifth Floor  Chicago Hilton

ORALITY, LITERACY, AND ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION:
IMPLICATIONS FOR RHETORICAL RESEARCH IN THE 21ST CENTURY

Sponsor: American Society Tor the History of Rhetoric
Chair:  Gerry F. Philipsen, University of Washington
“E-textualization and the Humanistic Scholar™ Robert N. Gaines, University of Maryland,
Coliege Park
“Representation, Reference, Truth in Medieval Rhetoric: Insights for the 2[se Ceniury.” Beth
S. Bennett, University of Alabamy
“From Print to Computer-mediated Communication; Modality Shift and its Implications for
Comimunication in the 21st Century," Barbara Warnick, Unijversity of Washington

Respondent: Edward Schiappa, University of Minnesota

2451 1:00-2:15 pam. Conf Reom 54 Filth Floor  Chicago Hilton

AMERICAN SOCIETY FQR THE HISTORY OF RHETORIC GENERAL
BUSINESS MEETING

Sponsor: American Sociely for the History of Rhetoric

1z

2555 2:30-3:45 p.m. Caonf Reom 5C Fifth Floor  Chicago Hillon

RHETORIC AND LAW IN HISTORY

Sponsor: American Society for the History of Rhetoric
Chair:  Glen A. McClish, Southwestern University .
“Professional Legal Rhetoric in the Middle Ages: The Early Collections of Brocardica.” Hanns
1. Hohmann, San Jose State University
“Legal Handbooks as Rhetoric Books for Common Lawyers, 1600-1758." Lisa A. Perry,
University of Maryland, College Park
“John Dickinson's Rhetoric of Moderation as a Rationale for the First Amendment to the
Constitniion.” Sandra J. Sarkela, SUNY, Potsdam
“The Field Code and the Decline (%) of American Forensic Oratory.” Terence S. Morrow,
Gustavus Adolphus College

2655 4:00-5:15 p.m, Conf Room 5C Fifth Floor  Chicage Hilten
THE CENTRALTTY OF INVENTION IN THE HISTORY OF RHETGRIC

Sponsor; American Society for the History of Rhetoric
Chair: Jameela Lares, University of Southern Mississippi
“Classical o Modem: Can Stasis Theory be Adapted for the Composition Classroom?.™ Amy
L., Rupiper, Texas Christian University
“Sacred Texis as Crucibles of Invention: Austin Phelps on the An of Text Taking.” Russel
Hiest, University of Tennessee
“Character, Invention, and Eloquence in Adam Smith’s Lectures on Rhetoric and
Belles-Letres*” Andrew C. Hansen, Penn State University
“Dialectic: Not Just a Game for Schootboys.” James M. Tallmon, South Dakota Siate
University

*Recipient of American Society for the History of Rhetoric’s best student paper award.

2747 5:30-6:45 p.m. Conf Room 4] Fourth Floor ~ Chicage Hilton

AMERICAN 50CIETY FOR THE HISTORY OF REETORIC STEERING
COMMITTEE BUSINESS MEETING '

Sponsor: American Society for the History of Rhetoric

2755 5:30-6:45 p.m. Conf Reom 5C Flfth Fioor  Chicago Hilfen
PUBLICS IN TRANSITION: STAKING CLAIMS ON SIIFTING GROUNDS

Sponsor: American Society for the History of Rhetoric
Chair: Gabrelte C. King, University of Puget Sound
“The Speciousness of Otd Rhetoric: Deforming the Sublime.” Thomas B. Farrell,
Northwestern University
“From Bakkitt W Primary Colors: Fictional Publics and Public Persuasion,” Catherine M,
Hastings, Susquehanna University
“From Zeus to Dike: Public Discourse and the Transition from Mythopoesis to Namralistic
Cosmology.” Christopher Johnstone, Penn State University

£
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Oubstanding Dissertation Award

“Apocalyptic & Rhetoric in the Epistles of the New
Testament”

Gary Selby
Ou tsmmzmg Paper

“Telemachus Learns to Deliberate”
Marilee Mifsud

Note Qf Thanks

| ‘he Vice President wishes to recognize the Department of
Theatre and Communication at Southwestern University

& and the Depariment of English at Montana State
University, which financed all printing and postage associated with
the preconference. In addition, Amie Bond deserves special praise
for her fine work producing this program. Finally, Sean Patrick
O’Rourke provided just the right amounts of advice and
encouragement.

In Memoriam

This gathering is dedicated to Arthur J. Quinn, whose scholarship
and teaching exemplified the centrality of rhetoric.
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